CHAPTER   I
INDIAN  MURAL  FAULTING
THE, "building of New Delhi has not, apparently,
provided any opportunities for Indian painters,
but it has drawn attention to the subject of
mural painting, now reckoned, like architecture,
among the lost, or forgotten arts of India.
As in other countries the art of painting in
India became a potent force in national culture
in the great schools of mural decoration, and
gradually lost touch with real life when pictures
came to be regarded more as articles of luxury
for the connoisseur than as a means of instruction
and spiritual uplift for the whole community.
It is evident from early Buddhist records how
closely painting was associated with popular
festivals and with civic life in ancient India. No
town or village festival was complete unless the
streets were made gay with pictures painted on
the house-fronts or on scrolls and banners hung
on temporary screens of bambu. The traditions
of this folk-art are still alive-
While painted stone or wood-<^arving gradually
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